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Fáilte!
T he Irish American Home of

Glastonbury CT is proud to present
our first Fleadh (pronounced “flah”

which is Irish  for festival) on Saturday,
September 18th and Sunday, September 19th,
2021. The focus will be on tradition and culture,
which features music, song and dance! There will
be a traditional Ceili Band, set dancers, local Irish
Step Dancing Schools, and traditional Irish music
bands. We will end the weekend with an open session
and if a sing song breaks out, well that’s just fine too!

Irish sport will be represented by our Harford GAA Football and
Hurling Clubs. They will be presenting demonstrations of their
respective sport to showcase their hard work, passion and devotion
to preserving and passing on Gaelic games to our children.

On Sunday morning we will celebrate a special Mass to honor our
Members and families who were lost during COVID.
Mass will be followed by a reception with simple
fare. 

Food will be available as will our Irish
Home’s wonderful Irish hospitality and
friendly service.There will also be Irish Club
apparel to purchase for yourself or to get a
head start on your Christmas shopping.

We sincerely hope you will join our inaugu-
ral Fleadh celebrating our Irish culture and
heritage. It’s our way of honoring our past,
while carrying it forward to our future!

God Bless and see you there!
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FLEADH 2021
LINEUP

Step Dancing Schools will fill half hour
blocks between Entertainment

GAA Hurling and Football will put on
demonstrations throughout the weekend

Food trucks will provide food

Saturday, September 18
12-3pm Fintan Stanley

3:30-6:30pm New Leaf

7:30-10:30pm Bill Eagen and The 
Rising

Sunday, September 19
9:30am Mass in remembrance of 

our members/family lost 
during covid

10:15am Reception following 
Mass with light 
refreshments

12-3pm Ceol Na Gcroi Ceili Band
with Set Dancers

3:30-6:30pm Colm O’Brien

7pm Open Session-Sing Song 
etc…
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CORONA
AUTO PARTS

ANNUAL SAVINGS
10 Green Points of Our Recycling Yard

9,000 gallons of oil removed &
used in  waste oil furnaces

4,000 gallons of anti-freeze
recycled

12,000 used tires sold or
cut up & used in roads

9,000 used parts sold (saving the
cost to make new ones)

1,000 pieces of used auto glass
recycled

6,000 gallons of gas used for heating
buildings

1,500 used or rebuilt starters &
alternators sold

14 lbs. of mercury recycled,
reducing health risks

2,000 old radiators recycled for
aluminum & copper

3,000 cars crushed producing
recycled steel & other metals 

608 Wethersfield Ave, Hartford • 860-296-2528
Toll Free: 800-842-0021 

www.coronasautoparts.com
Hours: Mon. - Fri 8 am - 5 pm, Sat. 8 am - 1 pm

LocAtIoN & DIrEctIoNS
LocAtIoN

the Irish American Home Society, 132 commerce Street, 
Glastonbury, ct 06033, Phone: 860-633-9691

DIrEctIoNS: Take Rte. 2 East towards Norwich. Get off at Exit 8 (Rte. 94 / Hebron Ave.) At end of ramp, take
left onto Hebron Ave (Rte. 94). At 2nd traffic light, take right onto Oak St. (Texaco Station is on the corner). Go
approximately 1/4 mile on Oak St. and take a left onto Commerce St. The Irish-American Home will be on the

right at 132 Commerce Street just before the Rte. 2 overpass. 



New Leaf 

New Leaf is John Tabb on button accordion,
Kira Jewett on fiddle and Jim Bunting on guitar,
vocals and bouzouki.  Together they play tradi-
tional tunes with a tight, driving rhythm, inter-
spersed with Jim's unique take on Ireland's song
repertoire.

John Tabb is well known throughout southern
New England for his box playing and leads week-
ly sessions at the Irish Cultural Center of Western
New England. He has performed with The Healys,
The Dustmen and his dad Chris Tabb, and appears
on the recording Apples in Winter.  Kira Jewett
started playing classically when she was just three
years old, but fell in love with the music of Ireland
in her 20s and studied extensively with the virtu-
oso fiddler Brian Conway.  She is the 2003 All-
Ireland fiddle Slow Airs Champion.  Singer and
rhythm player Jim Bunting is an avid local session
player who brings a sensitive touch and driving
rhythm to the band.

Fintan Stanley 

Fintan Stanley was born in County Louth,
Ireland.  He is considered by many as a master of
the five row button accordion.  Performing in
Germany, England, Ireland, Scotland, Italy, the
United States and many others.  Fintan has now
made his home in the US.

Here's an excerpt from a review of one of
Fintan's concerts at the Leyland Accordion Club,
Leyland, Lancaster, England

"... It was then back to instrumental tunes with a
few tangos in the form of La Paloma, Don't Cry
for Me Argentina and Jealousy. The speed then
increased considerably when Fintan switched to
playing a selection of Irish Jigs on his Fratelli
Crosio button accordion. It was then time for
some French tunes starting with Reproach and
then Bourrasque...It was only at that point that

Fintan noticed that he had not opened the bottom
strap on his accordion despite the fact that we
heard lots of reeds in his playing...obviously an
accordion with good compression"

And from the Waterford News and Star:

Fintan Stanley is a wizard of the continental
accordion, considered by many connoisseurs
to be among the best in Europe if not the
world. The renowned Dermot O'Brien will tell
you that Stanley is without doubt the best in
Ireland.

Fintan will be remembered in these parts for
his membership of the famous Gallowglass
Céilí Band with whom he played as a youth.
Later he did a spell with Dermot O'Brien's
famous Clubmen, followed by a number of
years fronting his own band with country
singer Maisie McDaniels.

colm o’Brien

Dublin-born, Colm O’Brien now resides in
Boston.  One of the most passionate, knowledge-
able and dedicated devotees of the Irish ballad tra-
dition.  Born into the heritage of Irish music,
stretching back generations in his family, Colm
continues to celebrate those traditions today.  And
with the full spirit of a True Dub!

Career highlights include stints with The
Prodigals and Rud Eile.  Has shared the stage with
Finbar Furey, Andy Irvine and other legends.
Colm performs today as a solo artist as well as
occasionally with long-time friend Martin Butler,
the acclaimed bodhran master.

ceol na Gcroí céilí Band 

Ceol na Gcroí Céilí Band was founded in June
2000 by céilí drummer, flute and whistle player
Brendan Fahey. Highly sought-after in the NY-NJ-
CT area, the band plays traditional Irish music,
primarily at local céilithe. They truly live up to
their name ~ "music from the heart!" Playing for
dancers is their passion! 

Band members are Linda Hickman (flute), John
Nolan (box), and Brendan Fahey (céilí drums). All
are music instructors, as well as session leaders in
the tri-state area.
https://www.facebook.com/ceol.na.gcroi

Bill Eagen and the rising 

Bill Eagen and The Rising have been perform-
ing for over 20 years, playing traditional Irish
music with a bit of a kick that has always enter-
tained! Whether it be in a pub, or playing in a fes-
tival, they have you singing, dancing, tapping your
feet and of course smiling ear to ear!

The band is anchored by Bill Eagen and Barney
McElhone. Bill sings with passion and conviction
that is infectious to the audience, while Barney
showcases his enormous musical talent playing a
variety of instruments that wows every crowd!
Their harmony and unique takes on traditional
classics, and their ability to engage everyone is
what makes this band so good and loads of fun!
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Traditional
Gaelic Blessing

May the road rise up
to meet you.

May the wind be
always at your back.

May the sun shine
warm upon your face.

May the rains fall soft
upon your fields. 

And may the road
always lead you home.
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Hurling and Gaelic Football have a very long
history in the Hartford area.  There are numerous
references to hurling and football games in the
archives of local Hartford newspapers stretching
back to early in the Twentieth century.  We know
that the Hartford Gaelic team defeated
Waterbury in 1914 to become State Champions
and that the Kevin Barry Hurling Club was
active in Hartford starting in the 1920s.

With the mass exodus of immigrants to
Connecticut in the 50s and 60s came an era in our
history that will never be forgotten.  Since then our
Gaelic team has enjoyed a National Championship
win and many State Championships through the 70s and 80s. 

Hartford Youth Gaelic Football was resurrected in 2009 after a more
than 20-year hiatus by Stephen Miskell from County Galway and Johnny
Murphy from County Cork.  Our numbers keep growing every year.
This year, the Hartford team just won the Junior C Championship in
New England and reached the National Finals, coming in second.And
after a long absence, Senior Hurling returned to Hartford in 2011 thanks
to the efforts of Dick Edmonds from County Clare.  The team revived the

name of Kevin Barry from the early 20th century club
to honor their legacy.

Our club is based on the pride of the past and the
promise of the future.  It is our wholehearted commit-
ment to promote the Gaelic games in Connecticut.The
Hartford GAA  currently encompasses Senior Gaelic
Football, Senior Hurling and Youth Programs in both
sports.  Our teams train and play throughout the year
and compete in the New England area.  We belong to
the larger Boston-Northeast GAA along with the offi-
cial GAA, which includes Irish sport programs
throughout the world. 

You most definitely do not need to be Irish to play!
All players are welcome and our teammates come from many towns in
the greater Hartford region including West Hartford, Manchester,
Colchester, Hebron, Suffield, Rocky Hill, Wethersfield, and East Lyme.

Anyone interested in joining is encouraged to contact us. Feel free to
email us with any questions related to Gaelic football, hurling or the
HGAA by emailing hartfordgaelic@gmail.com. We are also on
Facebook!

Adapted from the HGAA website.

origins of the
Irish American
Home Society
On July 26th, 1945, the first

recorded meeting of a small
group of Irish and Irish-
Americans who had recently
formed an Irish-American
Club, was held at 593 Park
Street in Hartford. The name
itself was of little significance.

Numerous clubs bearing the
same label had sprung up in
the past, stayed on the scene
for a short period of time and
then, because they had no
place to go, drifted unnoticed
into oblivion. This, however,
was a resolute group with a
particular purpose in mind,
namely, the acquisition of an
Irish-American Home in
Hartford. Regular monthly
meetings were held and on
December 6th of that same
year, during the course of one
of these meetings, the name
“The Irish-American Home
Society” was duly adopted and
it was to be by this name that
this organization would be
identified in the future.

Few people realized at the
time that history was in the off-
ing. As the Irish and Irish-
Americans began to grasp the
full import of this now fast-
growing society and what it
had virtually destined itself to
accomplish, its ranks grew
stronger. Its humble sincerity
could never be misconstrued.
From its ranks, men and
women of integrity were cho-
sen to administer the offices,
so vital to its future welfare.

The fact that the best people
available have been chosen to
lead year after year from the
first day to the present day has
been borne out by the realiza-
tion that the supposedly
impossible has been accom-
plished and we now, for the
first time in history have an
Irish-American Home in
Hartford, one of only three in
America.

This Society has reason to be
proud of the manner in which
this great campaign was con-
ducted and is particularly
proud of the fact that never
once during the whole process
has it ever violated or invaded
the sanctity of any independ-
ent Irish or Irish-American
organization in or about
Hartford. The cooperation
afforded us by the men and
women who comprised those
organizations was heartening
from the beginning. Most of
them have long since joined
our ranks and many of them
have held office here through
the years.

To all of them who have
contributed time and effort to
its success and to every man,
woman and child who has
played any part in its creation,
this Society is truly grateful.

This is your Home. Your
continued patronage in the
future will guarantee complete
success. God bless you all.

The Irish American Home Society Capital
Campaign Fund is designed to ensure our
Home is kept in working order. This fund is
intended to serve as a primary resource for all
critical and necessary upgrades to be made to
the facility going forward.

Our most immediate need, the costly upgrade
of the heating and cooling system, has been
completed because of the generosity of contrib-
utors to the Capital Campaign.  Our list of
pressing needs is long.  We are prioritizing
these essential projects and will begin some of
these repairs and upgrades in the very near
future.  As we continue our fundraising efforts
to grow our Fund, additional crucial projects
can begin.

Our efforts thus far have landed us recogni-
tion by The Irish Echo. On Friday, August 27,
President Bernadette Foley, and Capital
Campaign Co-Chairs Rory McGloin and Dan
Nolan represented the Irish American Home
Society at The Irish Echo’s Big Irish Campfire
– a celebration of the Irish American
Community, in New York City. The theme for
this year’s event focused on rebuilding and revi-
talizing our cultural centers in the post-Covid
era. On Friday morning, Rory McGloin pre-
sented to conference attendees, telling the story
of the Irish Home’s recent (and highly success-
ful) Capital Campaign. In the evening, Bernie

Foley received recognition as an honoree of the
2021 “Irish Rebuilders” award. President Foley
graciously accepted the award in honor of all

the Irish Home members and volunteers, and
gave special thanks to all those who helped sup-
port the recent campaign. The event served as
an opportunity to share the story of our beloved
Irish American Home and was also a humbling
reminder of the role we all play to sustain Irish
culture throughout the world. Bernie, Rory, and
Dan left inspired by the event, but it's also like-
ly fair to say that our story has helped to inspire
many others across the country. A deep grati-
tude is owed to Máirtín Ó Muilleoir and The
Irish Echo for their brilliant hospitality, and a
special thank you to all the honorees who came

to the event from all over the world. As a result,
we have a load of new friends who are all wel-
come in our “Irish Home” anytime!

To learn more about our Campaign and make
a contribution to this worthwhile endeavor,  go
to www.irishamericanhome.com/Capital-
Campaign-Fund 

Irish American Home Society capital campaign Fund

Hartford Gaelic Athletic Association 

traditional Irish
music Sessions at
Parkville market

Jeanne Freeman will continue to lead a
series of Traditional Irish Music Sessions
into the Fall on Monday nights at Parkville
Market, 1400 Park Street, Hartford. 

Upcoming Dates
Monday, September 27
Monday, October 18
Monday, October 25
Monday, November 8
Monday, November 22

Music Sessions are held in the “Brick
Room” at the south end of the market
building, first floor. 

Pictured: Dan Nolan, Rory and Megan
McGloin, Bernadette, Maeve and Brian Foley
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