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Aneleh Toy Drive this
Saturday & Sunday
Analeh TV will host its 12th Annual
Toy Drive on Saturday, December 4,
and Sunday, December 5, from 12 - 4
pm on both days. Toys can be
dropped off at the Hispanic Health
Council, 175 Main Street. Due to
COVID-19 precautions, this will be a
drive-thru collection. New, unwrapped
toys for children ages 5-12 may be
dropped off, or gift cards for
teenagers. The toys and cards will be
distributed to children served by the
Community Renewal Team (CRT),
Hartford; the Prudence Crandall
Center, New Britain; Family Strides in
Torrington; Windham Regional
Community Council, Willamantic; and
Square One, Springfield. For more
information, email analehtvshow
@gmail.com or call 860-881-6088.

City Council Meets
Monday, Dec. 13
City Council will hold a public com-
ment session and meeting on
Monday, December 13, at City Hall,
550 Main Street. The Public comment
session will start at 6 pm, the council
meeting will follow at approximately 7
pm. Both will be available for viewing
on www.hpatv.org, HPA TV Facebook
Page, Comcast/Xfinity Channel 96, or
Frontier Channel 6032 GOV.
Residents can sign up to speak for
public comment at City Hall or by
reaching out to David Grant (860)
757-9738, david.grant@hartford.gov.
The deadline to register for virtual
public comment is 5:15 pm, Monday,
December 13. Once registered, par-
ticipants will be sent the Zoom link
and further instructions. Any ques-
tions on this process should be sent
via e-mail to the Office of Council
President maly.rosado@hartford.gov.
Language interpreter(s) for the hear-
ing impaired can be made available if
requested in advance. The agenda for
this Council meeting was compiled by
the Town Clerk’s office and can be
accessed by clicking https://hartford.
civicweb.net/Portal/MeetingInformatio
n.aspx?Id=76.

City of Hartford Toy
Drive Now Accepting
Donations
The City of Hartford and numerous
other organizations are now collecting
toys which will be distributed to chil-
dren in need later this month. New,
unwrapped toys for boys and girls
ages birth to 17 years may be
dropped off Monday through Friday
through Wednesday, December 15, at
the following locations:

• Hartford City Hall, 550 Main Street,
Hartford, 8 am - 5 pm

NEWSBRIEFS
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You’re looking at a Hartford neighborhood that has disappeared. Of all the buildings in this
photo – and the shops and apartments they contained – all were demolished. Even many of the
streets – such as Portland, and East Avon – were obliterated. The time is the late 1950s or early
1960s and the wrecking ball is about to crash into the northern part of Hartford’s old East Side
to make room for a series of office buildings, most of which are still standing, and a branch of
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. So much has been destroyed that it’s hard to determine whether
the street in the foreground is Morgan or Pleasant. Running into the distance at left center is
Windsor Street; Village Street is at extreme right. The building at the corner of those two streets
contained the original home of D&D Market and its sign can be seen in the original photo. The
store was opened on Windsor Street in 1932 by Italian immigrant Vito D’Aprile. Like many East
Side businesses, it moved to Franklin Avenue in the early 1960s after the demolition of the “old
neighborhood.” It remained on Franklin Avenue until 2016, when it closed and moved all oper-
ations to its store on Wolcott Hill Boulevard in Wetherfield. It is still owned by the D’Aprile fam-
ily. (Photo courtesy of the Hartford Public Library’s Hartford Collection)

Hartford...Once Upon a time

Winterfest Opens!
Winterfest opened to the public on Saturday morning, November 27, after a delay of a year
and a day. The event was not held last year, due the pandemic, and it’s scheduled opening this
year on Friday, November 26, was put off one day because of rain. But the Bushnell Park rink
opened on schedule Saturday morning and the second person on the ice was Taryn Paige
(above) of Manchester. Taryn is an accomplished skater and practices up to five days a week!
Winterfest free skating in Bushnell Park will be held from 11 am - 8 pm, seven days a week,
through Sunday, January 9. Skates can be rented for free if you do not own a pair. There will
also be free skating lessons from 10-11 am on Saturdays (December 4, 11 & 18, and January
8. In addition, photos with Santa will be available at the Pumphouse next to the skating rink
from 12-3 pm, Saturdays & Sundays, December 11, 12, 18 & 19. Finally, the Bushnell Park
Carousel will be open Saturdays from 12-5pm and Sundays from 12-4pm. Rides are $2 on
Saturdays and FREE on Sunday, courtesy of the Friends of Jack Dollard. (Hart photo)

COVID-19 on
the Rise Again

Vaccinations, Boosters
Readily Available

By AnDy HARt
COVID-19 infections are spiking upward

dramatically in Connecticut, just in time for
the holidays. On Tuesday, November 30,
Governor Ned Lamont’s office reported
that the state’s daily positivity rate (the per-
centage of COVID-19 tests coming back
positive) had risen to 5.96%, its highest
level since January of this year. Last week,
Connecticut’s daily average of COVID-19
cases, 851, was the highest since April.

Although some of this increase is due to
the fact that people are spending more time
indoors in close quarters as the weather gets
colder, Lamont said he is concerned about
the recent rise in infections.

The Federal Center for Disease Control
(CDC) has stated that getting vaccinated
and receiving booster shots when necessary
remains the best way to prevent the spread
of the disease and lessen its effects.

City of Hartford Director of Health Liany
Arroyo reiterated the CDC’s recommenda-
tion, saying, “The way out of this pandem-
ic is vaccination. Vaccination greatly
reduces your risk of getting COVID and
dramatically reduces your risk of death or
serious disease as well as hospitalization.
We need Hartford residents to do the right
thing by getting vaccinated, if you haven’t
done so already, or get your booster, if you
are 18 or older and two months out of your
J&J vaccine or six months from your sec-
ond dose of Moderna or Pfizer.”

However, while Connecticut continues to
have one of the highest vaccination rates in
the nation, according to the CDC, with
83.9% of all state residents and 94.2% of
those age 12 and over having  received at
least one COVID-19 vaccine dose, Hartford
is still lagging behind. Arroyo said 57.91%
of city residents have received their first dose
and 50.71% are currently fully vaccinated.

The City of Hartford and its network of
healthcare partners is continuing to provide
vaccines and booster shots to all city resi-
dents over the age of 5 at various “pop-up”
clinics and at healthcare centers and phar-
macy (see list below). Vaccinations are free
and health insurance is not required.
Booster shots are recommended for persons
who received their second Moderna or
Pfizer shot in mid-May or earlier. Those
who received the Johnson & Johnson vac-
cine two months ago or earlier are eligible
for a booster shot. 

Where to get your vaccine
• Community Health Center, Inc. will host

a COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic this
Sunday, December 5, from 1-4 pm at
Saint Monica’s Episcopal Church, 3575
Main Street, Hartford. First, second and
booster shots will be available from
Pfizer, Moderna, and Johnson &
Johnson. Please wear clothing so that
your upper arm is easily accessible for
the shot.
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THE HARTFORD NEWS

the Re-Val Solution:
Build the Grand List

Several weeks ago we discussed
the coming revaluation and the pos-
sibility that it will cause a major tax
increase for Hartford homeowners
(one to three units) and owners of
multi-unit residences (four or more
units), which would probably result
in rent increases.

State Representative Matt Ritter,
Mayor Luke Bronin and several
members of City Council (John
Gale, for sure), are aware of the pos-
sible negative effects this may all
have on those with limited incomes,
the unemployed and those with extra
responsibilities (elderly parents, dis-
abled family members, etc.). 

Higher taxes and rent increases are
in the cards for city residents. So the
question is: how can we best miti-
gate the negative impact of these
possible increases, especially for the
above?

First, the City and the State should
make various programs more readily
available, such as tax credits,
reduced assessments, etc., for those
who qualify (seniors, veterans, the
disabled, etc.). Many are not aware
of the programs, their qualifications
and their benefits. The City and State
need to reach out to all city residents,
through the NRZs and other neigh-
borhood groups, the media, social
media, churches and other outlets, to
inform residents of what’s available.
And a few more staff members in the
City’s tax office to assist hardship
cases would be money well spent.

But the real answer to how we can
lessen the coming tax increase –

either phased in or in one go – is to
increase Hartford’s Grand List.

Of course, CRDA and the City of
Hartford Department of Develop -
ment have both ongoing projects and
future plans that will increase the
grand list. However, the need is now,
not down the road. They need to step
on the gas.

Is there a quick fix? Some things
might help. For example, Re-
Building Together used to help fix up
homes a dozen at a time, increasing
their value. This year they did a few.
It was good work, but not significant.
Funders like the Hartford
Foundation, United Way, major cor-
porations and the City and State gov-
ernments should stuff these efforts
with cash and volunteers for quick
action this Spring and Summer.

Other similar Hartford organiza-
tions, such as Habitat for Humanity,
Northside Institutions Neighbor hood
Alliance (NINA), Southside
Institutions Neighborhood Alliance
(SINA) and others should crank up
their efforts and deserve massive
support to continue building and re-
building taxable assets.

We have noticed some Land Bank
sales. What is up with this effort?
Can it make a difference right away?
Tell the public. 

City Council should hold a public
meeting with presentations from all
these entities, looking for ideas and
methods to help the city out of the
problem it is facing. The re-val clock
is ticking!

Access Health Ct Waives Requirement
for Certain Small Businesses

Dear Neighbor,
From now until December 15, small businesses in Connecticut can obtain

group health insurance regardless of the number of employees who enroll
thanks to Access Health CT's Employee Participation Waiver Period. Any
local small business with 50 employees or less that is not currently enrolled
through Access Health CT Small Business can participate.

By waiving the minimum number of employees typically required to
enroll in a small group health insurance plan, Access Health CT is offering
some relief for local small businesses, particularly those impacted by the
COVID-19 pandemic, and peace of mind for their employees.

From furloughing employees to laying off non-essential staff, many small
businesses in our community were forced to make tough decisions to offset
the economic impact of the pandemic and may no longer qualify for the
group health insurance plans outside of the waiver period because they don’t
have enough employees who elect to participate. The Employment
Participation Waiver Period can provide some relief for small businesses that
may be struggling to provide healthcare coverage to their employees.

To learn more about how to make health insurance possible for your
small business employees, visit AccessHealthCTSmallBiz.com.

And as always, you can contact me about any concerns or issues by
calling 1-800-842-8267 or emailing me at Brandon.McGee@cga.ct.gov.
To receive legislative updates please like my Official Facebook Page.

Sincerely,
Brandon McGee
State Representative, 5th District

Arguing gas prices are too low may seem like a
fool’s errand with prices spiking at the pump and
politicians feeling pressured to do something.
President Biden is tapping the strategic reserves.
Here in Connecticut, Governor Lamont is backing
away from the Transportation and Climate Initiative.
TCI is a cap and invest program intended to reduce
the greenhouse gas emissions and to reinvest in com-
munities disproportionately impacted by air pollution
and those underserved
by transit systems.

Whatever your posi-
tion on TCI, there is no
way the state can
achieve its climate
goals without transfor-
mative changes in the
transportation system.
Transportation accounts
for ~40% of CT’s GHG
emissions, and climate
action will require we
learn how to get around
while burning less gas.
Average annual consumption in the United States is
470 gallons per person, compared to 90 gallons in
Western Europe.

Consumers are not going to abandon their cars.
Across the globe, as people become wealthier, they
buy more cars and drive more. Cars put more hous-
ing, work, shopping, and entertainment choices with-
in reach than transit–-at least for those who can afford

cars. 
But TCI was never about getting people to give up

driving. Surveys indicate roughly two-thirds of driv-
ers also bike, walk, and use public transit. Of these
multimodal drivers, one-third take five or more trips
by bike, by foot, or by public transit in a typical week.
These consumer surveys suggest many would prefer
to drive somewhat less and use alternatives more,
provided those are convenient, comfortable, safe, and

affordable. More choic-
es tend to increase the
economic efficiency of
our transportation sys-
tem.

Numerous studies
have shown that person-
al vehicles impose
heavy costs on society
that the user does not
pay. Gas taxes and other
user fees pay less than
half of the costs to build
and maintain highways.
In addition, vehicle traf-

fic imposes a wide range of indirect costs, including
environmental and public health impacts of air pollu-
tion, crashes, congestion, noise, and many other diffi-
cult to quantify costs. Various attempts to quantify
and allocate these costs suggests the full cost of a gal-
lon of gasoline is $6 to $15 per gallon. A study by the
U.S. Public Interest Research Group that considered

the High Cost of Cheap Gasoline
Should we be pumping up prices at the pump?

By tOM SWARR

Continued on page 6

Have you ever tried to register
or re-register your vehicle, only to
find that you still owe property
taxes to the City of Hartford? Or
you buy another car, but the state
won’t allow you to register it
because you’re in arrears on your
previous one? Yeah, taxes are a
bitch. The longer they go unpaid,
the late fees accrue until you have
to shell out hundreds or even thou-
sands of dollars in order to get
back on the road. 

Along with death, taxes are the
only other sure thing. And when
you owe unpaid taxes to the city,
your application for a residential
street parking permit will also be
denied. There are 11 Hartford
streets that allow residential street
parking by permit, one of which is
Charter Oak Place, which rises up
a steep hill from Charter Oak
Avenue. At the peak of the rise is
an apartment house. For the past
two years, a cab attached to a huge
flatbed tow trailer has been parked
in front of that building day and
night, taking up 3 or 4 car-size
spaces, and until last week it had
never displayed a parking permit.
The rig belongs to Central Garage,

a Maxim Road facility in the busi-
ness of towing & recovery, heavy
duty road service, heavy equip-
ment transport, and commercial
snow plowing. (Note: CG is one
of several garages that the city
contracts with to tow violators; a
lucrative business, particularly in
the winter). One of their employ-
ees who lives in that building is
the guy who’s been parking CG’s
rig there—without a permit. Over
those two years, paid permit-hold-
ing residents have complained to
both the Hartford Parking
Authority and HPD multiple times
about the several spaces it occu-
pies, and the lack of a mandatory
permit. They’ve been assured that
an officer or HPA parking enforcer
would be there shortly to issue a
ticket, but for some reason that’s
never happened, according to resi-
dents. There appears to be a tacit
“hands-off” policy on that particu-
lar vehicle that probably involved
collusion, and influence.

Last week these repeat viola-
tions were being discussed on
social media, and the HPA regula-
tions for obtaining a residential
permit were posted: "Valid vehicle

registrations for each vehicle you
wish to receive a permit for. Name
and address on the registration
must match the photo ID and
proof of residency." The rig is reg-
istered to CG, not the resident.
And then there was this: “Permits
will not be issued to residents that
owe parking citations or delin-
quent property taxes to the City of
Hartford." Tax bills are public
information available for anyone
to view on the hartford.gov Tax
Collector’s page. It took about 2
minutes to discover that the resi-
dent was in arrears for taxes dating
from 2014-2017 on two personal
vehicles—total owed to the city,
$2,114.09. At that point, Director
Mingo Gomes chimed in, attempt-
ing to do damage control and
cover HPA’s rear. It was pretty
pathetic. Gomes said “Yes, we
missed verifying his taxes in April
of this year, and yes people make
mistakes. The individual was
issued tickets, and yes individuals
do forget to display their permits.
HPA did issue a citation and had to
stop once he informed us that he
indeed did live on the street and

Oh! What a tangled Web they Weave…
When HPA practices to deceive

COMMEntARy By AnnE GOSHDIGIAn

Continued on page 6



We're almost halfway through
the charter revision process here
in Hartford. Although a fair
amount of research and learning
remains to be done, we have been
able to start preparing and debat-
ing proposed revisions to some
portions of the charter. Case in
point—our meeting on November
18th to review proposed changes
to Chapter X of the charter, which
covers the budget process. 

Although a formal vote was not
taken, the commission reached a
general consensus in support of a
number of changes pertaining to
the budget process, which include:

Providing the City Council an
additional month to consider the
mayor's budget before taking
action;
• Requiring the council to devel-

op procedures to ensure more
public engagement in the
budget process;

• Requiring the inclusion of
additional information in the
budget, to provide more clarity
and transparency for the City
Council and the general public
as to how the budget was craft-
ed; and,

• Requiring an additional public
hearing on the budget at least
14 days before it is approved
by the City Council.

• At that meeting, the commis-
sion also began preliminary
conversations about changes to
Chapter VII of the charter,
which covers boards and com-
missions. 

Upcoming Meetings
During our December 2nd

meeting, the Commission will
delve deeper into potential
changes to the city's boards and
commissions. We'll also hear a
presentation from the

Commission's legal counsel
regarding Chapters II and III of
the charter, which deal with the
powers of the city and elections,
respectively. 

At our December 16th meeting,
the Commission will discuss
Chapter VI of the charter, which
(in part) concerns the City
Treasurer. We'll also discuss a
number of special acts passed by
the legislature pertaining to the

city's pension funds. 
If you are interested in learning

more about the Charter Revision
process, or would like a member
of the commission to come
address a civic or business group
you are associated with, please
feel free to email me directly at
J.Edward.Woulfe@gmail.com.
Have a safe and happy holiday
season!
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Friday, Dec. 3
Emanuel Lutheran Church, 311
Capitol Avenue, will present the
108th annual Saint Lucia Festival
at 7pm. Parking is available in the
state lot on Capitol Avenue right
across from the State Capitol,
about 100 yards from the church.
Emanuel is handicapped accessible
and all are welcome. Tickets are $7
/ $5 for children and are available
online at
www.onthestage.tick-
ets/ show/emanuel-
lutheran-
church/108th-
annual-lucia-festi-
val-62216.
Tickets will also be
available at the door.
Masks are required for
audience members. 

Saturday, Dec. 4
Holiday Parranda with trombonist,
composer and arranger Papo
Vázquez and the Mighty Pirates
Troubadours at 7 pm at Real Art
Ways, Real Art Ways, 56 Arbor
Street.  $10 admission, 17 & under
- free

Saturday, Dec. 4
Christmas Bazaar, 11 AM, St
Justin-St Michael Jubilee Hall, 230
Blue Hills Avenue. Free admission.

Saturday, Dec. 4
Hartford Opera, in partnership with
Grace Academy will present Amahl
and the Night Visitors at Central
Baptist Church, 457 Main Street.
Free admission; show starts at 2 pm.

Monday, Dec. 6
Father John Lavorgna will return to
the Cathedral of Saint Joseph, 140
Farmington Avenue, to celebrate a
special Mass of Healing at 6 pm.
The Mass will focus on the life of
the Blessed Michael McGivney,
founder of the Knights of
Columbus. Parking and an elevator
for those with limited mobility are
located at the rear of the Cathedral
at 805 Asylum Avenue. 

Wednesday, Dec. 8 
The Hartford MetroAlliance will
be hosting a holiday gathering at
J’s Restaurant and Bar to celebrate
its innovative open-roof tent with a
view of the stars. The tent is heated
with fire pits and circulates fresh,
heated air. While the tent is intend-
ed to be warm and cozy, it is sug-
gested that you dress warmly if the
temperatures are low. Holiday
cheer with social distancing is
encouraged. Register today:
https://bit.ly/3qOhQKn. 4 PM – 6
PM, J’s Restaurant and Bar, 297
Washington Street, Hartford

thursday, Dec. 9 
Maple Avenue Revitalization Group
(MARG) Holiday Meet & Greet.
Free admission but please bring an
item for the Saint Augustine food
pantry. Mask is required except

when eating, Santa will drop by.
Contact Hyacinth 860-883-0383 if
you have questions. 6 PM at
St.Augustine Church Hall, 10
Campfield Avenue, Hartford.

Friday, Dec. 10
Charter Oak Cultural Center, 21
Charter Oak Avenue, will hold its
Annual Community Holiday Party

from 5:30-7 pm. There will be
music, food, holiday

crafts, gifts, and even
a visit from Santa
Claus! All activi-
ties will be social-
ly distanced.
Masks required!

FREE and open to
everyone! For more

information, contact
Marlene Mora at

MarleneM@charteroakcenter.org
or call (860) 310-2589.

Saturday, Dec. 11
Find a unique Christmas gift at the
Christmas Bazaar and Pop Up
Shop from 12 - 6 pm, 2550 Main
Street.

Sunday, Dec. 12 
A Holiday Toy Drive will be held
starting at 2:30 pm at the Ukrainian
National Home, 961 Wethersfield
Avenue. Special Guest: Santa
Claus. Free toy for every child 12
and under while supply lasts plus
refreshments and holiday music.
(Snow Date, Dec 19)

Wednesday, Dec. 15
Enjoy a free Family Holiday
Concert with music from the Sam
Pasco Band starting at 11 a.m.,
Downtown Library (Atrium), 500
Main Street, Hartford 

thursday, Dec. 16
The Hartford Recreation Division
will host “Cocoa and Christmas
Trees,” from 5:30 PM – 7:30 PM, at
the Metzner Center, 680 Franklin
Ave. Enjoy hot cocoa, desserts, kids
crafts, gift giveaways and more.

Saturday, Dec. 18
Christ Church Cathedral, 45
Church Street, Downtown
Hartford,  will host a Las Posada
Celebration from 5-7 pm. Las
Posadas, (Spanish: “The Inns”)
religious festival celebrated in
Mexico and some parts of the
United States between December
16 and 24. Las Posadas commem-
orates the journey that Joseph and
Mary made from Nazareth to
Bethlehem in search of a safe
refuge where Mary could give
birth to the baby Jesus. When they
were unable to find lodging in
Bethlehem, Joseph and Mary were
forced to seek shelter in a stable,
where the Christ Child was born.

Saturday, Dec. 18
The annual Winter Wonderland at

Hartford Holiday
Calendar 2021

Continued on page 6

thanksgiving Dinner...And A Lot More
On Saturday, November 20, Supreme Athlete held its annual Thanksgiving Community Feast at the Parker
Memorial Center on Main Street in Hartford’s North End. In addition to dishing up hundreds of free meals, the
event also included a discussion on how to improve parenting skills. The discussion was led by (above, left to
right): Andrew Schwapp, Jahmal Shell, Malik Champlain and Demetrius Chamblee. The four men discussed the
challenges and rewards of fatherhood. The event also included a performance by the Gifted Onez youth dance
group. Supreme Athlete is a non-profit mentoring program which provides assistance to youth in academics and
athletics. It is directed by “Stack” Williams. For more information, go to: supremebeinginc.com. (Hart photo) 

Hartford Charter Revision
Commission Report: november 2021

By JAMES WOULFE, CHAIR, HARtFORD CHARtER REVISIOn COMMISSIOn
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AHNA is very thankful this year for all

who volunteered to help Asylum Hill
2021 has been a challenging year, but we are thankful to be seeing the

beginning of a return to “normal.”  Since this edition falls between the
major holidays of Thanksgiving and all the year-end celebrations that
include Christmas, Kwanzaa, Chanukah, and New Year's to name a few,
it seems fitting that my column highlights events that inspire gratitude
and hope for the future. We are thankful for all the great volunteers in
Asylum Hill who still came out despite COVID to make 2021 a very suc-
cessful year. 
During the pandemic, volunteers helped build 7 Pollinator gardens,

create 2 new murals, and conducted 3 neighborhood cleanups.
Volunteers were essential in completing our newly drafted Asylum Hill
Strategic Plan, as well as a successful hybrid (in-person and virtual)
Community Partners Breakfast. We elected 5 new members to our Board
of Directors. We thank the many volunteers who came together to devel-
op the Neighborhood Strategic Plan. This effort took many hours of vol-
unteer effort to accomplish and wouldn’t have happened without all the
people who stepped up. 
We offer lots of thanks to the South Marshall Interfaith Coalition, a

group of neighborhood volunteers from our churches and local non-prof-
its who outreach to our neighbors on South Marshall Street. The Block
Party was cancelled in 2020 because of the pandemic, we held a couple of
pop-up events in 2020 to distribute, food, hand sanitizer and masks.
Thankfully we could hold the 17th Annual Block Party on August 25,
2021 and had a great turnout of more than 400 residents.

At our Annual Meeting on November 1st, we elected 5 new Directors
to the AHNA Board. We welcome Domenic Ciavarro, Regional Director
Capital Project Management for Trinity Healthcare, Sarah Adanti, Senior
Director of Development for the Village for Families and Children,
Maxine Nugent, Parent Leader from the Asylum Hill Family Center,
Natalia Crispin, resident, and Barbara Robbins, resident, to our Board.
We are very excited to have these community leaders join us.
We held our Community Partners Breakfast with our stakeholders and

volunteers to unveil our draft Strategic Plan on November 17th. It was
great to get together in person for the first time in almost 2 years. We hon-
ored longtime volunteers Jennifer Cassidy and Yvonne Mathews, both of
whom served as Directors on the Board as well as chairwomen. AHNA
wouldn’t be a strong NRZ today without their leadership. We honored
the Hartford for their significant and sustained investment in Asylum
hill’s revitalization. While thanking the volunteers for their essential help
in our work improving Asylum Hill we also asked our stakeholders to
make their contributions for 2021 now. There are dozens of stakeholders
in Asylum Hill. Many for profit and not-for-profit businesses that serve
our community. We need all stakeholders in Asylum Hill to partner with
us on this important work. We ask all stakeholders in Asylum Hill to join
us in improving the quality of life in Asylum Hill. Please visit our website
at www.asylumhill.org to make your donation today. Any amount helps
us move Asylum Hill forward and we are grateful for your support.

Hartford Public Access Television has been at
Veeder Place in Asylum Hill for more than 20 years,
so when AHNA hosted their Community Partners
Appreciation Breakfast November 17th it was great to
have Gil Martinez, their Executive Director attending.
It didn’t take long for Gil and I to find synergies
between their communication efforts in Hartford and
AHNA’s efforts in Asylum Hill. The photo above
shows just some of the progress that has been made by
them in the seven years since Gil arrived.
As most everyone knows, technology and especially

communications platform technology has grown by
leaps and bounds in that time. Public Access
Television started in the early 70’s with the advent of
cable as a transition from radio and TV broadcasting.
The FCC included a requirement for cable companies
that they support locally produced content. This took
the form of a regular dollar amount payment to the
public access station for every subscriber in a particu-
lar location. As a result, both Comcast and Frontier
have been required to contribute a little less than
$10.00 for each subscriber, in the case of HPATV,
those subscribers with a Hartford address. The
changes in the industry, with the advent and growth
of things like Facebook, YouTube, and such, not to
mention Apple, Amazon and Roku TV, has meant
that more and more people are finding new sources

for content and entertainment, and HPATV needed
to adapt as well. The pandemic that has affected so
much of our lives has also greatly changed video
broadcasting. Once a small niche for business, Zoom
became a necessary tool for organizations everywhere.
While it has eliminated geography as a barrier, for
many it has left the quality of interactions diminished
at best. Gil and HPATV have accepted that challenge.
They have just completed their 7-year upgrade to the
facility and capacity and very soon will begin broad-
casting hybrid City Council meetings and more.
Council members and some of the public will have
the opportunity to attend in person while those who
cannot will be able to participate remotely. This will
require a significant upgrade in both expertise and
equipment. Meetings are no longer limited to written
minutes, but include audio/video recordings. Soon
this will expand to all Council Committee meetings,
and potentially neighborhood meetings such as
AHNA’s monthly meetings.
Gil’s vision is to allow every NRZ, (beginning with

AHNA) to have their meetings recorded and available
to all who want over their broadcast channels. That
will include cable, Apple, Amazon and Roku TV as
well as Facebook and YouTube. Just one more thing
to be Thankful for this Thanksgiving season.

In January of this year, AHNA began the effort to
update the Asylum Hill Strategic Plan. The existing
one was approved 11 years ago, in 2009. That plan
required more that 15 months of meetings and the
assistance of Aetna and Reid & Reige attorney Robert
Reichert, and when it was completed it did not
include an action plan.
AHNA has learned from our past, and we are grate-

ful for all the lessons learned and opportunities pre-
sented. The first opportunity came in the form of Ted
Carroll’s retirement from Leadership Greater
Hartford. As Executive Director there he was able to
assist AHNA to become a stronger and better-organ-
ized NRZ. So at the beginning of this year he and oth-
ers spoke of the need for a new strategic plan. He also
volunteered to chair the Steering Committee. That
was the impetus needed to begin the process, and his
leadership skills were put to good use. 
The first planning meeting that took place January

30th. There the committees and chairpersons were
identified. They are: Arts & Culture, Jackie
McKinney; Economic Development, Wayne

Benjamin; Employment, Yvonne Matthews;
Environment and Green Initiatives, Lynn Johnson;
Housing, Ken Johnson; Human Services, Esther
Gonzalez-Torres; Public Safety, Janine McMahon; and
Youth and Education, Michelle McFarland; a very
ambitious list. 
Each of them, in addition to their time as AHNA

Board members, took on the task of recruiting mem-
bers, chairing meetings and creating lists of priorities,
all toward making Asylum Hill a better, more livable
and sustainable neighborhood. 
In November, AHNA hosted a morning meeting

with many of our community partners, to share the
newest draft of the Strategic Plan and solicit both
comment and commitment to help make it happen. 
The AHNA Board will then review all of the input

received, agree upon a final draft, and submit it to the
general AHNA membership for approval. That docu-
ment will be shared with Hartford City Council and
the State of Connecticut Office of policy and
Management for their approval as well.  An annual
action plan will be drafted shortly thereafter.

EXPLORING ASYLUM HILL

Hartford Public Access TV
By BERnIE MICHEL

VOLUNTEERS OF THE MONTH

AHNA’s Strategic Plan Effort

South Marshall
Block Party



Every article in this month’s edi-
tion is a reason to be grateful, but it
is far from an exhaustive list. Here
are just a few more, and many are
items in our Strategic Plan.
This year we had our first har-

vest of pears from the Caritas Pear
Orchard near Niles Community
Garden. It was truly rewarding to
see how well the trees are doing
and the bounty of pears after only
two years.
We now have a total of seven

pollinator gardens in Asylum Hill,

with more expected in the months
and years to come.
There are now three Jora com-

post tumblers turning food waste
into rich garden soil compost in
the neighborhood thanks to a
Love Your Block Grant this sum-
mer.
There is still nearly a month

remaining to visit the 42nd
Annual Prison Arts Program
Annual Show at the Mark Twain
House Museum. More than 200
works of art, all created by inmates
in Connecticut prisons with very
limited materials are on display.

Several murals were painted in
Asylum Hill this year, the north
wall at the corner of Marshall and
Farmington, and the front of The
224 EcoSpace, with more to come
in 2022.
The Annual South Marshall

Street Block Party resumed this
year, as did the Ted Style Talks on
Wednesday afternoons at Grace.
Free COVID 19 vaccines were

distributed to Asylum Hill resi-
dents at many locations through-
out the summer and early fall.

Ballet rehearsals and other activ-
ities are back at The 224 EcoSpace
on Farmington Ave.
NINA continues to add homes

to Asylum Hill’s housing stock
with two additional town homes
on Hawthorn St, and work to
begin next year to convert the
Plimpton House on Asylum Ave
into owner occupied housing.
With State funding to complete

the Farmington Avenue
Streetscape project secured, work
should begin soon.
With increased police presence

in Asylum Hill as a goal of the

Asylum Hill Strategic Plan draft,
Hartford will graduate 18 new
cadets to the force this year (see
photo). 
Have a happy and thankful hol-

iday season and New Year!
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Our Children's Mental
Health Must Be A Priority
One of the many things we have learned during the COVID-19 pan-

demic is that our children's mental health has greatly suffered as remote
learning and limited socialization exposed the fragile nature of childhood
development.
To help meet this critical and growing challenge, I recently convened a

forum on mental health care for children at which legislators heard testi-
mony from state health care providers, agencies, and child advocates. It
was made quite clear there are not nearly enough services or children's
behavioral health professionals to help our kids, and that the problem has
grown exponentially over the past 20 months.
It is undeniable we are at a crisis point and we must find solutions, both

in the short term and over the long term, and I intend to make the issue
of our children's mental health a priority when the 2022 legislative session
convenes in February. The problem is complex and the answers are even
more complicated, but it is imperative we take action soon. 
We heard that more school-based mental health services are needed

along with an increase in both out-patient and in-home options. In addi-
tion to investing more funding in mental health care, we need to ensure
health insurance plans, particularly Medicaid, recognize and prioritize
coverage for such services.
We also must find ways to encourage career development in the men-

tal health field. There are far too many children awaiting care because of
the shortage of mental health professionals such as clinical social workers.
It is often said that "our children are our future." It may sound a bit

trite, yet it is an ultimate truth and we have a collective responsibility as a
society to help each child flourish. It's long overdue that we fully recognize
that mental health is every bit as important to their overall development
and growth.       
As always, please contact me if I can ever be of any assistance. I can be

reached atMatthew.Ritter@cga.ct.gov, on Facebook @Representative
MattRitter or by phone at (860) 240-8489, if you have any questions or con-
cerns.

SANA Apartments offers
1, 2, 3, & 4 bedroom
apartments located in a
pedestrian friendly
neighborhood with
convenient access to major
highways, bus routes, and
schools. 

Utilities (electric, heat &
hot water) are included.
Our low-rise units provide
central heat and air.
Available on-site:  leasing
office, 24/7 security, laundry
facilities and parking.  

SANA is Project-Based
Section 8.  Rent is based on
30% of the household's
monthly income regardless
of unit size.

Things To Be Thankful For

Asylum Hill Then & Now 
The above image is a portion of what you see if you look up “224 Farmington Ave” on Google maps. It was taken just over a
year ago, which makes what you see below all the more dramatic. The mural that now covers the entire front of the 224 EcoSpace
building is the work of Tao LaBossiere, artist, muralist and resident of ArtSpace in Asylum Hill. Tao and his wife and partner
Amy worked with Rev. Shelly Best, to make this vibrant community space more present to the thousands of vehicles that go by
each Day. Because it is set back from the street more that 100 yards, with parking for the neighboring apartment building in
front, it is challenging to get noticed.  Together they brainstormed a plan. Amy thought of the quote attributed to Gandhi, “Be
the change you want to see in the world” that fit well with the mission of The 224 EcoSpace. The idea of changing “be” to “Bee”
came rather quickly as did the association of a hive of activity as an apt metaphor. Then Tao began to visualize the color possi-
bilities of the purple flowers combined with the golden hues of honey and the honeycomb. Creating the bees out of metal came
as a solution to the texture of the wall with the horizontal grooves 2 inches deep. The bees needed to be flat. Putting them on
metal and mounting them at varying distance proud of the building allowed for shadows and added sculpture to the mural. This
is truly something for us to be thankful for.



• This Sunday, December 5, a
special COVID-19 vaccination
clinic will be held from 10 am
- 4 pm at Dunkin Donuts Park,
1214 Main Street, Downtown
Hartford. Free parking is avail-
able in the lot across the street
from the stadium. Vaccinations
are free but appointments are
recommended, call 860-757-
4830. This clinic is designed
primarily for children who
received their first vaccine
shots at the ballpark’s clinic on
November 14. However, there
are limited appointments for
Hartford children ages 5-11 for
first doses. In addition, adults
will have the opportunity to
receive a booster shot and any-
one 12+ has the opportunity to
receive a first dose as well.   

• City of Hartford Health &
Human Services will be holding
free COVID-19 Vaccine Clinics
at 131 Coventry Street, Hartford
from 2-6 pm every Thursday
until further notice. No appoint-
ment needed. Pfizer, Moderna,
and Johnson & Johnson vac-
cines will be available.

In addition, COVID-19 vaccina-
tions are currently available in
Hartford at the following locations.
Please call for an appointment.

CVS Pharmacies
• 150 Washington St.,

860-595-1750

• 690 Wethersfield Ave.,
860-296-1155

• 908-910 Maple Ave.,
860-956-7107

• 777 Main St., 860-244-9424 

• 566 Farmington Ave.,
860-233-9673

• 479 Blue Hills Ave.,
860-769-6870

Genoa Healthcare
• 331 Wethersfield Ave., Room

149, 860-838-3835

• 45 Wadsworth St Suite P,
860-920-5433

• 43 Woodland St., G100,
860-967-0596

Walgreens Pharmacies
• 100 Retreat Ave., Ste 105,

860-595-1813

• 161 Washington St.,
860-522-5005

• 1291 Albany Ave.,
860-560-1881

Other Locations
• Arrow Prescription Center:

500 Farmington Ave.,
860-522-9289

• Stop & Shop: 150 New Park
Ave., 860-232-8848

• Walmart Inc: 495 Flatbush
Ave., 860-953-0040

If you still have questions on
when and where you can get vacci-
nated, call the State’s bilingual
(English & Spanish) appointment
line at 877-918-2224 or please go to
the website: https://portal.ct.gov/
Vaccine-Portal

the Ebony Horsewomen, Inc.
Equestrian and Therapeutic Center

will be held from 10 am -1 pm.
Santa and Mrs. Claus will be
BACK at the barn to spread more
holiday joy this year for a safe,
pandemic-friendly holiday event.

Come say hello to our holiday
horses and elven helpers and
receive gifts, candy canes, and
some festive fun. Admission is
FREE. COVID-19 safety protocols
will be followed so wear your
masks.  Gifts will be distributed on
a first-come, first-serve basis, so
arrive early enough for your young
one to receive a holiday treat.

Sunday, Dec. 19 
Community Toy Giveaway at 2550
Main Street from 3 - 6 pm. Pre-
registration required, for children
ages 0-10. For more info contact
rJo Winch, 860-462-5063.

thursday, Dec. 30 
Kwanzaa Celebration of
Community, Family and Culture.
Celebrate with guest storyteller
Valerie Tutson. 2 p.m., Downtown
Library (Center for Contemporary
Culture), 500 Main Street, Hartford 

did have a permit. When COVID
first started we, like other organiza-
tions, reduced our staff and with
people staying home relaxed our
enforcement. We, like other organi-
zations, are trying to get back to full
force and will. We are doing our
best to cover the city with the staff
we have.” But he wasn’t issued
tickets, he didn’t display a permit
for 2 years, and HE informed
THEM – the entity that issues the
permits – that he had a permit?
People make mistakes?  We
screwed up because of COVID?
Please! “The dog ate my home-
work” is a more believable explana-

tion than this rubbish. The fact is,
the day after this social media
exchange is the first time residents
ever saw a permit appear on this rig.
Mingo, who’s zooming who?

So how about those back taxes?
Gomes again: “I have contacted the
individual and taxes will be paid by
week's end. If taxes are not paid we
will pull the permit as required by
Article III.” That was on Sunday,
November 21st. On Tuesday,
November 30th, a check of the Tax
Collector’s page revealed that two
of the outstanding tax bills had been
paid in full; one for $105.46 and
another for $207.94. Another for
$223.92 showed a partial payment
of $38.46. That’s a total of $351.86.

The remaining balance is, as of this
writing, $1,114.09. Will the permit
be pulled?

As one Charter Oak Place resi-
dent said, “It’s necessary to fully
refund all tickets paid in the last few
years since HPA employees pur-
posely bypassed this truck to ticket,
boot, and tow other vehicles around
it- as well as necessary to refund
residents the full costs of their per-
mits, since this vehicle was allowed
to park for 2 years without one.”
Another one was more to the point:
“I would love to get rid of HPA--
they give Hartford a bad name.” As
for me, I’m thinking about bringing
this to the attention of the Internal
Audit Commission.

only quantified costs indicated the
average household paid $1,100 to
$1,850 to cover these costs. A
study by the Victoria Transport
Policy Institute that considered a
wider range of costs suggested our
transportation system costs us an
additional $2,750 per year, com-
pared to a system with optimal
pricing to eliminate market distor-
tions. 

Congestion pricing, pay-as-you-
drive insurance policies tied to
annual miles driven, and fees to
account for fuel consumption and

pollution per mile driven are some
of the policy options available to
ensure drivers pay full (or at least
more) of the true cost of driving.
While higher transportation
charges do hit the poor, underpric-
ing driving is not a good way to
help the poor who tend to drive
less, use alternatives more, and
suffer from the health impacts of
traffic pollution and noise.

More efficient pricing that
reflects the full costs per mile
would provide much-needed rev-
enue to properly maintain roads
and bridges, expand transit
options for underserved communi-

ties, encourage electrification to
reduce urban pollution damages,
and enable tax reform to address
income and wealth inequalities.

We have rejected road tolls and
are backing away from TCI. It is
time to have a conversation about
what we do want. Do we really
want more roads or perhaps a
choice of vibrant communities
varying from quiet rural towns to
bustling cities? Do we want
mobility or access to jobs, good
schools, shopping, libraries, and
other amenities? And are we will-
ing to pay for what we want?

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF 

Catherine H. Seals   
(21-01051)

The Hon. Foye A. Smith, Judge
of the Court of Probate, District
of  Hartford Probate Court, by
decree dated November 19,
2021, ordered that all claims
must be presented to the fiduci-
ary at the address below.
Failure to promptly present any
such claim may result in the
loss of rights to recover on such
claim.

Francesca Knerr, Esq.,
Assistant Clerk

The fiduciary is:
Martin Gould, 
Gould Killian LLP, 
24 Arapahoe Road, West
Hartford, CT 06107

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF 

Lee Roy McCoy   (21-
01097)

The Hon. Foye A. Smith, Judge
of the Court of Probate, District
of  Hartford Probate Court, by
decree dated November 5,
2021, ordered that all claims
must be presented to the fiduci-
ary at the address below.
Failure to promptly present any
such claim may result in the
loss of rights to recover on such
claim.

Francesca Knerr, Esq.,
Assistant Clerk

The fiduciary is:
Lynette Carter
c/o John Adedayo Sodipo, 
Law Offices Of Jacobs &
Sodipo LLC, 
120 Oxford Street,
Hartford, CT 06105
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Gas Prices
Continued from page 2

Goshdigian Commentary
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COVID-19 Vaccinations
Continued from page 1

Holiday Calendar
Continued from page 3

ConnectiKids, an after school
academic enhancement program
for Hartford youth, is currently
seeking motivated tutors and men-
tors. One day each week for 75
minutes, students meet individual-
ly with a tutor/mentor. Tutors usu-
ally work with students in person
or online for approximately 75
minutes one day each week using
a literacy-based curriculum that
reinforces educational frame-
works currently used in Hartford
Public Schools.
• Students from West Middle,

M.D. Fox, Naylor & MLK

Middle School are transported
by bus to the ConnectiKids
office at 814 Asylum Ave,
Hartford

• Mentoring is supervised by a
ConnectiKids, Inc. staff mem-
ber

• Mentoring times are between
4:00pm to 5:30 pm

• A background check is
required for all mentors 18
years & older

• Volunteer training will be pro-
vided to familiarize you with
the program

• Lesson plan and all needed
materials will be provided

• A calendar of tutoring dates is
provided to all Mentors

• The program runs through
May, 2022 

For more information, please
contact ConnectiKids, Inc. at 860-
522-8710 and check out our web-
site www.ct-kids.org. Please e-
mail ConnectiKids at ctkids@ct-
kids.org if you have additional
questions.

ConnectiKids Seeks tudors/Mentors



• Hartford Public Safety
Complex, 253 High Street,
Hartford, 24 hours

• Urban League of Greater
Hartford, 140 Woodland Street,
Hartford, 10 am - 5 pm

• Capital Community College, 950
Main St., Hartford, 9 am - 5 pm

• Physical Therapy & Sports
Medicine of Plainville, 103 East
Main St., Plainville, 7 am - 7 pm

Whalers Book
Signing Dec. 18
It has been over two decades
since the Hartford Whalers left
Hartford for North Carolina but
love for the team remains strong.
So expect to see a large crowd
show up to have author Pat
Pickens sign his new book, The
Whalers, at Barnes & Noble
UCONN Bookstore, 18 Front
Street, Downtown Hartford on
Saturday, December 18, from 2 -
4 pm. The event is free and open
to the public.

Maria Sanchez
Banquet Dec. 18 
The Connecticut Institute for
Community Development (CICD)-
Puerto Rican Parade will host its
annual Maria C. Sanchez Awards
Banquet on Saturday, December
18 at 6 pm at the Hartford Marriot
Downtown, 200 Columbus
Boulevard. This year’s honorees
are: Dr. Zulma Toro (Leadership
Award); Carmen Chaparro (Youth

Leadership Award); Xavier
Santiago (Arts & Culture Award);
Dr. Noel Casiano (Education
Award);  Jeanette Portalatin
(Community Service Award);
GHAC Summer in the City
(President’s Award for Arts &
Culture); Carlos M. Quiles
(President's Award). Dr. Miguel
Cardona, United States Secretary
of Education, will be the keynote
speaker this year. For tickets:
https://hartfordprparade.com/eve
nts/mcs-banquet/register

Concert at Semilla
this Saturday
Fernandito Ferrer will perform a
concert on Saturday, December 4
at 7:00pm at Semilla Cafe +
Studio, 1283 Main Street, Hartford.
Ferrer brings the Nueva Trova vibe
into the twenty first century. His
multi-layered live sampling, per-
cussive guitar work, and soulful
vocals combine with deep lyrics for
a very powerful performance.
Admission is 10 (Sliding Scale -
pay what you can).

HPL Expanding
Hours
Hartford Public Library will expand
hours of operation across its
branches in January, including
opening the Downtown Library on
Main Street on Sunday afternoons
through April. Branches that were
previously open two days a week
will open an additional weekday,
and the Sunday hours Downtown
coincide with the return of the popu-
lar Baby Grand Jazz concert series,

which will have a limited in-person
audience in addition to being avail-
able for online viewing. In total, the
changes will add 34 hours of service
each week across the library sys-
tem. The new schedule, effective
Jan. 2, 2022, is as follows:

• Albany Library, 1250 Albany
Ave.: Tuesdays and Thursdays:
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Fridays: 10
a.m. to 5 p.m.

• Barbour Library, 261 Barbour
St.: Mondays, Tuesdays and
Wednesdays: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Connecticut Foodshare distri-
butions will be held the second
and fourth Thursday of each
month from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m.

• Camp Field Library, 30
Campfield Ave.: Tuesdays and
Thursdays: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.;
Fridays: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

• Downtown Library, 500 Main
St.: Mondays, Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays: 9
a.m. to 6 p.m.; Fridays: 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m.; Saturdays: 9 a.m. to
5 p.m.; Sundays: 1 p.m. to 5
p.m. (through April)

• Dwight Library, 7 New Park
Ave.: Mondays, Wednesdays
and Thursdays: 10 a.m. to 6
p.m.

• Park Street Library @ the Lyric,
603 Park St.: Mondays and
Wednesdays: 10 a.m. to 6
p.m.; Fridays: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

• The Ropkins Library and the
Boundless Library @ Rawson
will remain closed to the public.

Employment
Sewers wanted. Hand or machine, experi-
ence  needed. Call 860-803-7260.

AVON IS CALLING...
For a brochure with thousands of quality
products, call Robert at 860-308-5455.
We also have hair relaxers and coloring
kits for just $5.00/box.

Part-Time Workers
Handyman and part-time workers wanted.
Call 860-803-7260.

Cash for Cars & Trucks
We buy junk cars and trucks. We sell and
install used parts. Full body work. Used cars
and trucks for sale. Corona’s Auto Parts. 608
Wethersfield Ave., Hartford. 860-296-2528.

Dealer Auction Cars
I’ll take you to a dealer-only auction, you
pick out the car you like, I’ll buy it and sell
it to you with a modest mark-up. These are
great cars starting at $1,000! Auctions every
week. Call Sal 860-713-8348.  

Airey Insurance Group
CALL 860-236-9996

Auto • Home • Life • Renters •
Motorcycle • Boat • Health • Disability •
Commercial. Free instant quotes. 1141
New Britain Avenue, West Hartford
06110.

Thinking of Getting Married?
Experienced Justice of the Peace avail-
able on weekends. Nice settings can be
arranged. Modest fee. Call Mike at 860-
296-6128. 

Free  free free free
Wrecked, Junk or Unwanted Vehicle
Removal. Fully licensed. Serving Greater
Hartford. For prompt, courteous service,
call 860-293-2442. Monday-Friday, 8am -
4pm.

LG Pest Control
Certified pest controller specializing in
bed bugs, roaches, rodents, ants, fleas,
racoons & squirrels. Funigador de
cucaroaches, de ratones y chinchas. Call
for appointment 860-597-0942.

Apartment for Rent 
1, 2 & 3 bedroom apartments on
Arnold Street and Deerfield Avenue.
Appliances included cold flat.
Section 8 welcome. Affordable rents.
Call 860-752-9060.

Apartments for Rent  
Efficiency, 1, 2, 3 and 4 bedrooms avaial-
able. Walking distance to shopping, on
bus line, off-street parking. Small pets
welcome. Section 8 Welcome. Rates
Starting at: Studio-  $615; 1BR- $700;
2BR- $800; 3BR- $900; 4BR-$1000. Call
860-549-3000.

For Rent
Spacious 3 Bedroom apartments on the 2nd
floor, West End. Cold Flat. 1 month security
and 1 month rent. Section 8 welcome. Call
860-888-6655.

Bloomfield Home
4-bedroom, single family. Cold flat. Stove &
fridge included. Garage parking. W/D hook-
ups. Section 8 welcome. Call Marilyn at
860-670-5439.

For Rent
5 rooms, 2 bedrooms on 2nd floor. Stove,
fridge and off-street parking. Gas heat. Cold
flat. Call Tom at 860-286-9526.

Apartments for Rent
Large studio & 1-BR. All include heat and
hot water, parking, stove & fridge, wash-
er & dryer in basement. Section 8 wel-
come. No pets, plenty of closet space.
Call Imer at 917-681-5785 or Pablo at
860-983-9444.

162 Homestead Avenue,
Hartford – First Floor and

431 Garden Street – 2nd Floor
- Apartments for Rent

Large well maintained 2-bedroom apts on the
first and second floors in quiet building. Cold
flat. 166 Homestead Avenue/431 Garden Str,
Hartford - $850 per month. One month’s
security required. Section 8 tenants welcome.
Call (860) 882 3650. Leave message.
22 Evergreen Avenue, Hartford
This is a spacious 2-bedroom unit with hard-
wood floors. This rents for $975-$850 and
includes heat and hot water.  Close proximi-
ty to shopping centers, restaurants and on
bus line.  On-site laundry and street parking.
Section 8 welcomed.  No pets. Contract
Christine at 860-985-8258.

295 Garden Street, Hartford,
First Floor, Apartment for Rent
Large well maintained 3-bedroom apt on 3rd
floor in quiet building. Cold flat. 295 Garden
Street, Hartford - $950 per month. One
month’s security required. Section 8 tenants
welcome. Call (860) 882 3650. Leave
message.

1-BR Apt. - Blue Hills
1-bedroom apartment in the upper Blue
Hills area. Quiet, private home. Utilities
included, heat, electric, water. Private
parking for one car only. On bus line.
Close to Univ. of Hartford, Mt. Sinai
Hospital, St. Francis Hospital, UCONN
Law School, Weaver H.S. Great for grad-
uate student. No pets. Call 860-798-2588.

Hartford - North End
Huge 3-bedroom apartment. Stove & fridge
included. Off-street parking, gas heat. Cold
flat. Section 8 welcome. Rent is negotiable.
Call Marilyn at 860-670-5439.

Room for Rent
Furnished room with utilities and kitchen
privileges. $130 weekly. 860 560-8200.

Apartamentos Para Alquiler:
Apartamentos modernos localizados en
Hartford. Studios, Uno, Dos, Tres y
Cuatro cuartos dormitorios desponibles.
Estaciona miento didponible. **
Aceptamos Section 8**. Rates Starting
at: Studio-  $615; 1BR- $700; 2BR-
$800; 3BR- $900; 4BR-$1000.  Para mas
informacion por favor llamar al 860-549-
3000.

Room For Rent
Rooms for rent in Hartford’s West End.
Utilities included. $150 weekly. Security
deposit. Call 860-888-6655.

CLASSIFIED ADS
The Hartford News
563 Franklin Ave., 

Hartford, CT 
Phone: 296-6128

COSTS
First Week: $15
$10 for each

following week

SERVICESTO SELL / TO BUY

EMPLOYMENT

Katz Framing
Company

Complete Picture Framing
Services. Private Studio

“Always Open
Never Closed”

166 Linnmoore St.
Contact First:

bkatz321@gmail.com
860-956-2844

REAL ESTATE

Rooms for Rent
East Hartford

Nice, clean rooms for rent, 311
Tolland Street, East Hartford.
$160/week, includes all utilities. Call
Robert, 860-308-5455. 

Music Lessons
and  More

Instruction in piano,
violin, voice & drums as
well as math and English.
Reasonable fees. Call Dr.
Wilson at 860-727-8146.

Window Cleaning
& Power Washing

30 years full-time and love it! Insured.
Squeegeemobile.com. Marc Barrieau,
860-508-0447 (cell) call or text.

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S

Advertise in the
Hartford News
Classifieds!

It’s the best
deal in town!

Call 

860-296-6128
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news Briefs
Continued from page 1 The City of Hartford is currently

hiring for the following positions:

• Development Services -
Assistant Director of Economic
Development

• Human Resources - Assistant
Director

• Development Services -
Building Plans Examiner

• Family, Children, Youth &
Recreation - Case work
Supervisor

• Finance - Chief Assessment
Technician

• Public Works - Superintendent
• Family, Children, Youth &

Recreation - Early Learning
Center Coordinator

• Family, Children, Youth &
Recreation - Early Learning
Center Teacher

• Family, Children, Youth &
Recreation - Early Learning
Teacher Assistant

• Emergency Services (911) -
Dispatcher Trainee

• Health & Human Services -
Environmental Health
Sanitarian

• Health & Human Services -
Epidemiologist

• Family, Children, Youth &
Recreation - Grants Specialist

• Public Works - Heavy
Equipment Mechanic

• COO - Inspector General
• Development Services -

Inspector

• Public Works - Management
Services Officer

• Police - Officer
• Development Services -

Principal Planner
• Family, Children, Youth &

Recreation - Project Leader
• Emergency Services (911) -

Communications Supervisor
• Family, Children, Youth &

Recreation - Recreation
Assistant

• Health & Human Services -
Rodent Control Inspector

• Family, Children, Youth &
Recreation - Senior Day Care
Teacher

• Development Services - Senior
Planner

• MHIS - Senior Systems
Analyst

• Public Works - Traffic
Engineering Services Manager

To learn more, go to:
https://www.governmentjobs.com/
careers/hartfordct

City of Hartford Job Opportunities

Letters to the Editor
The Hartford News wel-

comes Letters To The Editor on
issues and subjects relating to
Hartford. Please keep your let-
ters to 600 words or less and
mail to:

Hartford news
653 Franklin Avenue,
Hartford, Ct 06114

Attn: Letters to the Editor
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Después de las vacaciones de Acción de Gracias y
en medio de nuevas preocupaciones sobre un posible
aumento invernal del coronavirus, la tasa positiva de la
prueba COVID-19 de Connecticut superó el 5%,
informó el lunes la oficina del gobernador.

De las 44,045 pruebas administradas desde el
viernes, 2,312 resultaron positivas, según los datos de
salud estatales, lo que lleva a una tasa positiva del
5,25%. Esta es la primera vez que el estado alcanza al
menos el 5% desde abril.

Cincuenta y cuatro personas más están actualmente

hospitalizadas en Connecticut con COVID-19 desde el
viernes. Un total de 354 personas están hospitalizadas
en el estado con el virus. El gobernador Ned Lamont
ha estado instando a los residentes a vacunarse y
recibir un refuerzo a medida que se acercan las vaca-
ciones y las agencias de salud estatales y federales
monitorean la nueva variante de ómicron, descubierta
por primera vez en Sudáfrica.

Hasta ahora, no ha habido evidencia que sugiera que
la variante esté en Connecticut y no ha habido casos
confirmados en los Estados Unidos. By Iris Rodriguez 

HORARIOS DE NOTICIAS
LA DIFERENTE 17.10 AM

DE LUNES A VIERNES

10:00 AM-10:15 AM WAPA RADIO
10:30 AM NOTIUNO

10:45 AMVITIN GARCIA 
11:45 AMVITIN GARCIA

12:00 PM RADIO CARACOL
4:00 PM WAPA RADIO
4:45 PM VITIN GARCIA

5:00 PM CNN NOTICIAS 
5:45 PM VITIN GARCIA

6:00 PM CNN NOTICIAS 

taza de positividad  de Covit-19 de
Connecticut supera el 5 por ciento

El presidente Joe Biden calificó a la nueva vari-
ante Ómicron del COVID-19 como una “preocu-
pación” y una “amenaza”, a la vez que exhortó a la
población a vacunarse contra el virus. 

“Esta variante es causa de preocupación pero no
de pánico. Tenemos las mejores vacunas y los
mejores científicos, vamos a enfrentar esta vari-
ante...tenemos más herramientas que nunca antes
para combatir esta amenaza”, dijo Biden desde la
Casa Blanca. 

El mandatario aclaró que creen que las actuales
vacunas contra el COVID-19 brindan al menos
“cierta protección” contra la nueva cepa. Al
momento no se han identificado casos de esta vari-
ante entre la población estadounidense.

“No pensamos que se van a necesitar medidas
adicionales. Mi equipo ya está trabajando en planes
de contingencia si se necesitan” agregó Biden. El

mandatario aclaró que creen que las actuales vacu-
nas contra el COVID-19 brindan al menos “cierta
protección” contra la nueva cepa. Al momento no se
han identificado casos de esta variante entre la
población estadounidense.

“No pensamos que se van a necesitar medidas
adicionales. Mi equipo ya está trabajando en planes
de contingencia si se necesitan” agregó Biden. La
variante Ómicron fue identificada por primera vez
en las últimas semanas en el sur de África. Desde
entonces varios países han empezado a ver casos de
la nueva cepa y se han impuesto restricciones para
viajeros internacionales con el fin de frenar los con-
tagios.

“Si ustedes se han vacunado pero siguen preocu-
pados por esta variante, pónganse el refuerzo, si no
se han vacunado, pónganse la vacuna”, concluyó el
presidente.

Biden califica de “amenaza” a la nueva
variantes Ómicron y espresso su preocupación. 


